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Vught
Vught was a brutal and harsh concentration camp in Holland. Vught was one of few SS concentration camps outside of Germany. Vught was known for murder and mistreatment of prisoners. Shortage of clothing, spoiled food and water, and disease were all common in the camp. In July of 1944, the 4th Canadian Armor Division and the 96th Battery of the 5th Anti-Tank Division of the Allied forces liberated Vught. Vught has been used for many different purposed since it’s liberation, but noone had ever forgotten its original use as a holding zone for Dutch rebels, who opposed Nazi rule in their country.
Leadership at Vught was always weak and short lived. Vught, was ”the only official SS concentration camp in the occupied northwest Europe,” so officers were cut off from their superiors for months at a time. (National Monument Kamp, p.2) The officers in charge of Vught were all trained SS men, who “had already earned their badges of cruelty and disgrace at Gusen”(Vanderwerff,p.1) The first commandant of the camp was an SS Captain named Karl Chmielewski, He was replaced by Adam Grünewald after he was being accused of grand theft. The next officer in the line of these men was Hans Hüttig. Hüttig was blamed with the execution of over 325 men during just a few months’ time.

Conditions at the concentration camp were not much better than the condition of, its officers hearts. Scarce food was normal for the prisoners held in Vught. ‘Hundreds of prisoners died here during the first months because of maltreatment, shortage of clothing, spoiled food and water and disease.” (Bosch, p.1) According to Bosch, “Altogether 749 people lost their lives due to various reasons.” (p.3) The awful conditions in Vught led to most deaths. Weather conditions contributed to prisoners’ struggles, and coupled with the scarcity of food and awful treatment, the bitter winters and intensely hot summers made life excruciating for all occupants.
In July of 1944, the 4th Canadian Armor Division and the 96th Battery of the 5th Anti-Tank division approached the camp.  The Germans saw them coming.  They evacuated the camp, but they left the rear guard in place to slow down the fast moving allied forces.  When the fighting began, the prisoners of the camp refused to seek shelter.  They did not flee to any barracks; they just stood outside in the courtyard.  When the troops entered the courtyard, they found 500 dead bodies, all of people who had been executed that morning.  “Between five to six hundred prisoners barely alive had been earmarked for execution that afternoon.  Instead, Canadian soldiers arrived and the lives of the hapless victims were spared” (Vanderwerff, p. 3).  The surviving prisoners were in terrible condition.  They had been beaten, and they were severely ill and starving.

The actual campsite of Vught has been used for many different purposes since the end of WWII. “Almost directly after the liberation the building of the camp was used as an ‘internment camp’ to shut away the ‘bad’ Dutch collaborators. There were also 6000 German citizens from the borderlines forced to stay in the camp until May 1945 “(National Monument Kamp Vught, p.4).Some historians also suggest that the Canadian Army took advantage of the camp. People from South Molukka came to use the camp, as well. There are many discrepancies about what the camp is used for today. According to some sources the “site of the former camp, is a housing estate, the ‘Woonoord Lunetten’ (National Monument Kamp Vught, p.3). Others report that the camp is used for military barracks and a penitentiary. The only certain use of Vught today is a memorial called National Monument Camp Vught. “In April 1990, the National Monument Camp Vught was opened by H.M. Queen Beatrix” (Vught Concentration Camp, Holland, p.3) There are obviously many different things the camp could be used for today, but its main use is as a reminder of the travesties, which we can never allow to occur again.
Vught is one of the only concentration camps that was used by Hitler outside of Germany. Hitler and his SS men used the camp to “house” and “deal with” any people he did not like, for example Jews, crippled, and mentally ill people. Vught, was known for awful mistreatment of prisoners and for sever shortages of water, food, and clothing. Vught was not torn down after it was liberated, but instead was used as a barracks for the military and to shut away the “bad” Dutch collaborators, not to mention its post-war uses. We should not forget about the horrors, which people suffered at Vught. If we do, we may repeat those horrors again. 
