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The Troubling Journey of Adolf Hitler

 

Adolf Hitler was one of the most infamous people in all history. He traveled a long road to gain power in Germany. His early life and his climb to ultimate power had a great influence on his political career. A lot of the details of his later life are uncertain, but his political strategies and tactics are very well known. Most people would probably call Hitler an evil man, and his ideals were definitely sinister. Hitler instigated many policies that most, if not all, people today would not agree with at all. His life and agenda were troubling and interesting, to say the least.

Adolf Hitler was born on April 20, 1889. He was born in a small Austrian town near the German border. Both of his parents came from pleasant families. Adolf’s father, Alois Hitler, had three wives in his lifetime; his third wife bore Adolf. Adolf and his sister were the only children of the family, who survived to become adults. During his younger years, Adolf attended primary school and did very well. It appeared that he had an academic future in front of him. The other children admired him for his leadership skills. He was very popular with the other kids. He was also a very religious child, and for a while considered becoming a monk. He struggled when he moved up to secondary school, and he was no longer at the top of the class. His reaction was to stop trying, which made his father furious because Ado lf wouldn’t follow in his footsteps. Adolf’s peers lost respect for him, too.

As an adult, Hitler joined a political group in Bavaria called the German worker’s party. The party was later renamed the National and Socialist German Workers Party (NSDAP). Hitler soon became a major political voice in the party. The Nazis, as they were called, decided to display their beliefs in might in Munich attempting a coup d’ etat. The attempt failed miserably, and Hitler was incarcerated. Hitler served only nine months of his five-year term, and he used the time to write a book. It was titled Mein Kampf and was the first volume of a series. “It was partly an autobiographical book (although filled with glorified inaccuracies, self-serving half-truths and outright revisionism) which also detailed his views on the future of the German people. There were several targets of the vicious diatribe s in the book, such as democrats, Communists, and Internationalists” (Grobman, p.4). Hitler explained his hope for the future of the German people and their potential in Mein Kampf and how the Jews were responsible for all social evils, mostly communism, democracy and internationalism. He said that the only way to stop the Jews was to eliminate them all; otherwise, they would take over the world. When Hitler was released from prison, he ran for President. He lost to Paul von Hindenburg in a runoff election, but Hitler was made chancellor in January 1933, and he began to take over the government. Hindenburg died in August 1934, and Hitler succeeded him. In 1937, he made his plan, as outlined in Mein Kampf, a reality at the “FÅhrer Conference,” and the rule of Hitler over the Jews began.

Once in power, Hitler had only one goal: to become a dictator. He achieved this goal, and was able to help many other world leaders turn their countries into dictatorships, as well. Under Hitler’s rule, the Jews, and Communists and other groups were persecuted. Hitler believed that Jews were inferior humans, who did not even deserve to be spoken of. Hitler was the cause of maybe the most remembered time period in history: the Holocaust. Hitler’s hatred of other races and religious groups caused him to send these people to concentration camps. Hitler had no compassion on the groups that he hated so strongly. “Germany could stop the Jews from conquering the world only by eliminating them” (Meier, p.32). Hitler felt that German Nazis were a superior race and possibly even the only race that should d have ever existed.

Throughout his life, Hitler filled his world with hate and violence. However, after the war this hate Hitler created was backfired as he became one of the most hated dictators in World History. After Germany’s fall from power, the German people needed a scapegoat to blame for Germany’s embarrassing defeat by the allies. They turned to the one, who started all of the propaganda, Adolf Hitler. In 1945 Hitler supposedly committed suicide where he dies in his home. However, many historians believe this to simply be more propaganda, begging the question if Hitler is still alive, living in a heavily guarded mansion somewhere to this day. Though this conspiracy theory seems obscure, it is accepted in many circles and is believed true because of many of the great Nazi cover-ups of the time. 

Adolf Hitler definitely had unconventional views about a lot of things. His early childhood was very different from his times of power. He was not taught the evil ideals he spewed to the world; he was actually very religious. His rise to power and his early life were very interesting, and even though his later life is a little foggy; it was his political power that made Adolf Hitler one of the most infamous characters in history, a character who definitely left his mark on all societies.
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