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Scheveningen


During World War 2, in one of the most evil times in the world’s history, Hitler took control of Germany and attempted to get rid of all the Jews.  He sent them to prisons and concentration camps where they would be tortured, forced to work and killed.  One of these prisons was Scheveningen, located in the capital city of the Netherlands, named The Hague.  Scheveningen was one of the many places where Corrie Ten Boom was imprisoned.  A lot of cruelty was done to the prisoners at Scheveningen. A few Germans did not like what was going on, such as Lieutenant Rahms, the “warden” of Scheveningen during World War 2.  This essay will show what the prison was like during World War 2, how evil it was, but how some people were a light during this time.

The Germans kept Dutch criminals in Scheveningen prison during World War 2.  Not everyone was cruel to the prisoners.  There were lieutenants, guards and nurses that wanted to help the prisoners anyway they could. Corrie Ten Boom was introduced to Lieutenant Rahms while she was at Scheveningen.  The lieutenant met with Corrie to talk about Corrie’s faith and she would answer any questions the lieutenant asked.  “Although Corrie never knew what became of Lieutenant Rahms, and did not know what effect her talks with him had, he did at least show her some kindness. He let her know that her sister Betsie was all right, before reuniting the two women and their brother for the reading of their father's will.” (Famous Followers, 1st page, 9th paragraph)  The lieutenant showed Corrie and the other prisoner’s kindness by giving them hope and by caring for them while they lived in the darkness of Scheveningen prison.

During World War 2 the Scheveningen prison was know as the Orange Hotel in the Netherlands because it housed many imprisoned leaders of the Dutch resistance movement.  Because of their resistance against the Nazis they were held in the prison and then killed in the dunes across the road from the prison at the end of the war. The National Archie page on Scheveningen indicated that “Scheveningen prison was nicknamed Oranjehotel as early as 1940” with no known reason.  The same page is also states: During World War 2 some 26,000 people were incarcerated in the Oranjehotel. Scheveningen prison played a special role in the activities of the Sicherneitspolizei (security police): it was used as a center for political prisoners who were of special interest to the staff of the Supreme Commander of the Security Police and the Security and Intelligence Service.  The complex was divided into a penitentiary, which served as a Polizeigefangnis (Police Prison) at the start of the war, and the nearby cellblocks, which took over this function in March 1941. (National Archie)
Today the prison holds people who are not war heroes but rater indicted war criminals waiting to be trailed.  Criminals do not have to worry about being executed because executions no longer occur there.  Life in jail is the worst thing that the criminals have to face in the Scheveningen prison.  One of the more famous people in Scheveningen prison is the former Serbian and Yugoslav president Sloboden Milosevic.  His trial was emotional for some. Gjeraquina Tuhina, journalist of Radio Television Kosova said, “His worst nightmaire has come true…He has said that he did not want to be alive in The Hague and now here he is.”  (First 11 Minutes, The, paragraph 4) Another man who had been greatly moved by the trial of the former president was Miodrag Vidic, A reporter from Belgrade-based Radio B92 and correspondent in Brissels for SENSE news agency.  The former president had shut down his radio several times and had sent police to beat him up.  Vidic said, “He is not fully in touch with reality. He expressed this even in the court today, by denying its existence” (First 11 Minutes, The, paragraph 4) Many prisoners suffered incarceration at Scheveningen during World War 2 because they opposed Nazi control of Holland.

Reading a little about the prison shows clearly the evil the prison was used for during the war and how Scheveningen prison is now used in today society.  It was the main center for political prisoners who were of special interest to the police.  But in spite of the violence and degradation suffered at the prison, a little bit of God’s goodness shone, even in that dark place of the prison.  Corrie Ten Boom was able to be a light for Jesus to Lieutenant Rahms, as he was for her.  He might have been the only loving guard at Scheneningen but he is proof of how God can use people even in the worst circumstances.
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